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Corner

with Dr. Steve Michael

Higher education institutions celebrate  
International Week in the month of No-
vember and Charles R. Drew University 
of Medicine and Science was proud to 
join colleges and universities in a formal 
celebration of the week, perhaps for the 
first time in its history.  With a vision of 
excellent health and wellness for all in a 
WORLD without health disparities, our 
international activities and observation 
are not and cannot be limited to one week 
or one month of the year.  CDU’s influence 
is felt globally as we draw expertise from 
around the globe, engage in international 
development work, participate in interna-
tional academic conferences, publish in in-
ternational journals, infuse global content 
into our curricular, encourage our students 
to participate in study abroad programs, 
and focus our attention on health dispari-
ties in South Los Angeles and beyond our 
geopolitical zone.

Dr. Jorge N. Artaza provides us with an 
example of our growing global recognition.  
A few weeks ago, he was inducted into the 
Royal Academy of Medicine in the UK, a 
privilege reserved for only a few in the aca-
demic world.  Congratulations Dr. Artazar. 

On my part, it was a joy to join colleagues 
from around the world to present two key-
notes at the Association of Universities of 
Asia and the Pacific at the Xian Interna-
tional University in China.  

Veterans 
Appreciation Day

The Office of Registration & Records and 
the Division of Student Affairs hosted a 
Veterans Appreciation Day Luncheon to 
honor and recognize our students and staff 
with veteran status. The event took place 
on November 9, 2017.  J.W. Tullos, field rep-
resentative for the 44th District Congress-
woman Nanette Diaz Barragan, presented 
Congressional Commendations to thank the 
veterans and their families for their service 
and sacrifice. The event was catered by 
Michael J’s. Charles R. Drew University has 
10 veteran/veteran-dependent students 
who have their VA Benefits certification 
processed by the Office of Registration & 
Records.

Hope you enjoy these pictures from China.  
The bottom photo is a group photograph 
of presidents and provosts. Can you find 
our CDU Provost in the picture?

The top photo was taken with Vice Chan-
cellor (President) of Lesotho University 
in South Africa.  He is eager to establish 
partnership with CDU.  

Which one is the mascot in the second 
from the top photo?

 It takes some courage for an American 
provost to challenge a Chinese president 
in Ping-Pong!   See the third from the top 
photo. 

Wishing all our students, staff and faculty 
a Happy Holidays! As I celebrate this year’s 
holidays with my family, be assured that 
you are ONE more reason for my joyful 
celebration.  



International Education Week

Mighty Lions, 

I trust that each of you had a 
wonderful thanksgiving vacation! 
November has proven to be another 
month full of vigorous activity. 

Once again, it is our hope that 
the Student Affairs Newsletter 
encapsulates a few memorable 
moments as we “inform and 
celebrate”. 

In this issue, we reflect on International 
Education Week, Veterans Apprecia-
tion Day and various other campus 
activities. 

Through our continued passion for 
student success, we also seek to 
highlight just a snapshot of the vibrant 
student life experience at CDU.

If you have celebrations to share, 
please submit selections to the Office 
of Student Affairs. Enjoy!

-Dr. Jinny Oh

Dean of Student Affairs          

On October 26, November 8, and November 
15th, Dr. Hector Balcazar, Dean of the 
College of Science and Health, held a series 
of Discussions with the Dean, open to all 
COSH undergraduate students.  These 
informal meetings gave students time to talk 
with the Dean about their experience here at 
CDU and their vision of the future. This was 
followed by a session with Dean Balcazar 
on essential factors in student success and 
study skills.  All the students received a free 
copy of the book, Study Skills: Do I Really 
Need This Stuff? by Steve Piscitelli, and other 
giveaways.
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Dean’s Talk

Featured is the Honorary Consul for Senegal, Mame T. Mbaye and Dr. Lejeune Lockett, Operations 
& Program Manager for Global Health Programs & Director of the Office of International Affairs, their 
lecture encouraged the audience to embrace the CDU vision of excellent health and wellness in a 
WORLD without health disparities. The November 16th visit marked the launching of  a monthly 
Diplomats on Global Health Disparities Series. The event formed out of the International Education 
Week and Place@CDU activities, jointly organized by the Office of International Affairs and the 
Urban Health Institute.

The Family Nurse Practitioner Cohort 2017 Class hosted "Embracing Dimensions 
of Diversity to Position and Leverage Cross Cultural Talents, Skills, and Background in 
the Healthcare Practice", an afternoon filled with educational and culturally enriching 
experience that showcased various traditional outfits with ethnic cusine from around the 
world. 



November 5th through November 11th was National Radiologic Technology Week.  The Radiologic 

Technology Department celebrated this annual historic week by hosting a series of events.  The week 

began with a pathology of the day question and a mixer for our freshman and sophomore students.  

The pathology of the day was a broadcast that was sent out daily to the CDU family to test their 

knowledge about the intricacies of pathology.  The mixer created an atmosphere of budding new 

friendships and networking opportunities. All week long sophomore students displayed and pre-

sented posters across campus to educated people about the new developments in X-Rays. There were 

two fundraisers held on separate days, the ice cream sale hosted by our freshman class and the bake 

sale hosted by our Radtech sophomores. To break away from the norm, there was a scavenger hunt/ 

escape room event that challenged the knowledge of bones. They hope to see you again next year!
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